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REGULAR MEETING 

June 13, 2017 

 

PERE MARQUETTE CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

held at 1699 S. Pere Marquette Highway, Ludington MI  49431 

 

Board members present:  Supervisor Paul Keson; Clerk Rachelle Enbody; Treasurer Jacalyn Sroka; 

Trustees Paul Piper, Andrew Kmetz, James Nordlund Sr., and Henry Rasmussen. 

Also present:  Devon Hall, Terry Wahr, Andy Larr, Larry Gaylord, Kelly Smith, Fran Kalchik 

and Jim Leonard. 

Present for a portion of the meeting: Sheriff Kim Cole. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Supervisor.  Invocation was given by Smith; Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited by all.  The minutes of the May 9, 2017 meeting were approved by consent. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Moved by Enbody, seconded by Piper to add Item E. “Personnel Committee 

Recommendations on Compensation” to the agenda and to approve the agenda as amended.   

 

Motion carried.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: A. Consider Contract for Assessing Services – Board members reviewed the proposed contract for 

assessing services by David Swinson.  Keson explained that due to the complexity of the assessment of the Pumped 

Storage Facility the Township must use a Level 4 Assessor.  Swinson has been with the Township since 1999, and the 

contract price has not increased since 2003.  This is a one-year contract for the 2018 assessment year with an increase to 

annual amount from $12,500.00 to $15,000.00 due to increases in travel and education expenses. A portion of the cost is 

shared by Summit Township for their portion of the assessment of the Pumped Storage Facility.  The contract also 

allows for an extension for years 2019 and 2020 upon written agreement of both parties.  

 

Moved by Rasmussen, seconded by Kmetz to enter into a one-year Contract for Assessing Services with David 

Swinson, MMAO (4) for the assessment of the Consumers Energy/Detroit Edison Pumped Storage Plant and the 

Michigan Power Limited Plant for the assessment for the 2018 tax year, with the option to extend the contract for years 

2019 and 2020, and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the Township. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

B. Consider Proposal(s) for Mowing of Business Park – Keson explained that the Township requested proposals for 

the mowing of the remaining empty lots in the First Street Business Park.  Board members reviewed two proposals, 

ranging in cost from $1,000.00 to $1,100.00.  Keson recommended the low bid from Precision Design, Inc. 

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Piper to accept the proposal from Cary Shineldecker of Precision Design, Inc. for 

two annual mowings in the First Street Business Park at an annual cost of $1,000.00. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

C. Consider Additional 2017 Road Project – Board members reviewed information for an additional road project.  

Originally, the Roads Committee had requested an estimate for chip seal and fog seal for N. Ivanhoe Road from Arrow 

Road to Curtwood Road.  Residents in the area requested that original project be eliminated from the project list.  The 

new estimate is to place an HMA overlay over the entire roadway instead of the chip seal and fog seal.  Additionally, on 

Sunday Keson was contacted by Riverton Township stating that they have reconsidered and are now interested in the 

cost share between the townships for the Brye Road project approved by Pere Marquette Township in April.  At this 

time, the Brye Road project will have to be put out for bids by the Road Commission to determine if the project can still 

be completed this year.  The board discussed road conditions and whether or not to put off projects or approve budget 

amendments in order to continue to maintain the roads of the Township.  The board will revisit the budget and consider 

amendments if the Brye Road project is able to be completed in 2017. 

 

Moved by Nordlund, seconded by Kmetz to complete an HMA Overlay on Ivanhoe Road between Arrow Rd and 

Curtwood Road at a total estimated township cost of $29,500 and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to sign the 

contracts with the Mason County Road Commission on behalf of the township. 

 

Motion carried. 
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D. Consider Amendment to Consent and Agreement – Keson explained the Consent and Agreement relates to the 

Water Supply Agreement previously entered into with Michigan Power Limited Partnership and the City of Ludington.  

In December 2015, the Township, City of Ludington, and Michigan Power entered into the current Consent and 

Agreement that provided Michigan Power’s lenders certain rights in the Water Supply Agreement.  Michigan Power is 

now refinancing and has requested that the parties authorize a new Consent and Agreement to replace Wells Fargo and 

BNP Paribis with MUFG Union Bank, N.A. as the Collateral Agent and Administrative Agent.  In addition, verbiage 

was added that allows Michigan Power to refinance without requiring a new Consent and Agreement each time unless 

requested by Michigan Power. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Sroka to approve the Consent and Agreement between Pere Marquette Charter 

Township, the City of Ludington, Michigan Power and Michigan Power’s lenders.  

 

Motion carried. 

 

E. Personnel Committee Recommendations on Compensation – Piper reported that the Personnel Committee met to 

review compensation amounts for the Assistant to the Supervisor position, the Deputy Treasurer position, and the 

payment-in-lieu of insurance compensation for the employees that are not on the Township’s health insurance plan and 

is offering the recommendations to the board for approval.  

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by Nordlund to approve the hiring of a part-time office assistant in the Supervisor’s office 

for the summer at an hourly wage of $9.50 per hour. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by Nordlund to establish the wage for the position of Deputy Treasurer between $10.00 to 

$14.00 per hour depending upon qualifications. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Piper, seconded by Nordlund to set the payment-in-lieu-of-insurance amount to be equal to the amount 

allocated to the Health Savings Accounts or Health Reimbursement Accounts or Flexible Spending Accounts of 

employees on the Township’s group health insurance plan, currently set at $2,350.00 for individuals and $4,700.00 for 

families. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Sheriff Cole reported on fifty-one calls for service in April 2017 and seventy-two calls for service in May 2017. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Planning Commission (Kmetz) – Meeting cancelled, no report. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (Piper) – Reported meeting to consider a variance request in which the proposed porch would 

have encroached into the front yard setback area and the variance was turned down.  

 

EMPLOYEE REPORTS: Assessor (Hall) – Reported a lot of activity in the assessing office with a lot of people 

coming, phone calls, and e-mails; working with residents to help file their Primary Residence Exemption forms by the 

June 1st deadline; assisting residential and commercial inquiries on property tax inquiries; stated he feels that by being 

available to the residents, it allows him the opportunity to educate them on property matters and that it gives residents 

the opportunity to ask questions and receive the time and attention they need. 

 

Building/Zoning Administrator (Wahr) – Provided a report detailing permit activity for May 2017; permits have been 

issued for the Whitehall Sixth Street Plant expansion and the new body shop and a building permit application was 

received from Harbor Freight Tools; the DEQ is requiring the Township to update the Critical Dune Ordinance and the 

Planning Commission is ready to put out the Request for Proposals for the re-write of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

DPW/Water/Sewer Superintendent (Larr) – Reported completing the annual water quality reports and is working with 

the Ludington Daily News on required publication of the reports; completed the flushing of the water mains last week; 

the grapple truck has been repaired and the crew has been able to get back to picking up brush; Larr and Heffner visited 

the John Deere plant in Iowa where the new backhoe is coming from; a decision was made on the purchase of water 

(and sewer) meters and the department is waiting on the first batch of cellular end points to be received in order to get  
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those installed to verify everything is working between the Badger Meter and BS&A software systems; after the initial 

set-up, the department will begin the process of installing all of the new meters. 

 

Fire Department (Gaylord) – Reported on twenty-six responses for May 2017 and year-to-date totals are thirteen runs 

under the total runs to date in 2016.  

 

Parks Manager / Code Enforcement (Smith) –  Reported that the Township has been invited to do a presentation on the 

Dow property acquisition in front of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board in Grand Rapids on June 14; the 

grant coordinator for the property acquisition will be conducting a site visit of the property on June 23; working on the 

final details on the blueprints for the renovation of the Pere Marquette Memorial so that it can be put out for bid(s); 

received the required survey of Buttersville Park playground site and forwarded the survey to M.C. Smith Associates 

and Architectural Group, Inc. so that they can complete the playground project plans to submit to the DNR for approval 

in the next stage of the grant process; Sutton’s Landing was seal coated this past week and the Pere Marquette Shrine 

drive and parking area will be completed next week; two new employees have been hired at Buttersville Campground; 

Memorial Tree Park has had some additional help from people completing community service requirements; recently 

mailed letters for code violations and is looking forward to the re-write of the zoning ordinance that will help to make 

code enforcement more effective. 

 

OFFICERS REPORTS:  Clerk (Enbody) – Reported completing and submitting the following required financial reports: 

Michigan F-65 (Annual Local Unit Fiscal Report), the Municipal Finance Qualifying Statement, and the Continuing 

Disclosure report; distributed 2018 budget worksheets to each department to begin working on next year’s budget; 

reported attending a training on the operation of the new election equipment with the county clerk and city clerk that 

was held in Bay City; will be attending the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks annual conference next week; 

provided first quarter financial reports to the trustees.  Enbody provided a list of current invoices for approval. 

 

Moved by Enbody, seconded by Kmetz to approve payment of invoices totaling $106,940.08.  Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer (Sroka) – Provided a report detailing cash and investment balance by fund and by bank account for May 

2017; working on the preparation of summer tax bills; advertised for the position of deputy treasurer; attended the 

Michigan Municipal Treasurers Institute in April and a BS&A Fund Accounting class in May. 

 

Supervisor (Keson) – Reported discussing the property maintenance issues on the corridor with the Township attorney 

who recommended the Township adopt a blight ordinance in order to move forward with eliminating the safety 

concerns of those parcels; will be one of eight entities invited to make a presentation to the Michigan Natural Resources 

Trust Fund on the land acquisition grant application; the closing on the sale of the last parcel of property in the Pere 

Marquette Industrial Park will be taking place this month; residents will be receiving a survey with their summer tax bill 

to obtain resident input on interest in having marijuana processing growing and/or dispensaries located in the Township. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Keson reported the Township received a copy of the approved permit issued to the City of 

Ludington for the relocation of the authorized sanitary outfall from its current location on Conrad Road to the right-of-

way of Pere Marquette Highway by the North bridge. 

 

EXTENDED PUBLIC COMMENTS: Jim Leonard asked why part time workers for the township are receiving 

insurance.  Keson explained that only full-time employees are eligible to receive insurance. 

 

Fran Kalchik asked for an update on the Dow property acquisition.  Keson explained that the township will find out in 

September how it scored on points on the application. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by the Supervisor at 7:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rachelle D. Enbody, CMC, Township Clerk                                                Paul Keson, Township Supervisor 

 


